Course Syllabus

Course Title: Preparation for the SAT Reasoning Test’s Critical Reading and Writing Sections
Location: Monica Learning SF Center, Inc. at 3999C Mission Street in San Francisco
Center Contact: (415)-239-1688 or monicalearning@yahoo.com or contact@monicalearningcenter.com
Dates: May 31, 2011 – August 5, 2011
Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:00 to 4:15; Fridays 1:00 to 4:15
Instructor: Elbert Chan
Instructor Contact: elbert@monicalearningcenter.com
Website: http://satb.monicalearningcenter.com or elbertchan.com/satb
“Textbook”: Official SAT Study Guide, 2nd Edition [refer to this as OSSG for short]; McGraw-Hill’s Conquering the SAT Writing; and supplemented by others as needed.

“The best way to prepare for the SAT is to take challenging high school 
classes, read extensively and write as often as possible.” –Preface

Regarding Instructor Contact: E-mail me any and all questions you may have about the SAT, Monica Learning Center, class, life, or whatever else may come to mind. You can also use the anonymous feedback form on the website.

Objective: This course is designed to prepare you for the verbal portions of the SAT Reasoning Test, i.e., Critical Reading and Writing. 

Expectations: There are several requirements regarding student behavior that it may be useful to enumerate.

1. Students will arrive to class promptly at the designated time. As most students will be taking the SAT math class scheduled directly before the class, this should not be a problem. 
2. BRING YOUR TEXTBOOKS EVERY TIME.
3. Students will NOT make use of their cell phones, iPod Touches, and/or other electronic devices during class time. This means NO music, NO texting, etc. Students who are caught performing any of these actions will have their devices confiscated and passed on to the management of the Center, which will then return said property to the students’ PARENTS after a mandatory discussion of the incident.
4. Students will not make unnecessary conversation with each other during class.
5. Homework will be assigned every class. Students are expected to finish these assignments by the next class period, during which they may be inspected by the instructor on an on-demand basis.
6. Students will take down notes, as needed.
7. Reading will also be assigned every class. A reading check quiz will be periodically administered to ensure students are keeping up.
8. Anyone who falls behind in homework, reading, etc., will have his or her name reported to the management, which will then consult with the student’s parents.
9. Students are encouraged to speak up in class whenever they have questions about absolutely anything whatsoever.
a. Students who wish to give any input about the class are encouraged to fill out the anonymous feedback form on the website.
10. Students should aim to make a hard stop when time is up on any kind of timed practice. Students will only learn to use time efficiently when trained to do so.
11. In general, use common sense in deciding what is appropriate in a classroom setting and what is not.
12. Eventually, students should develop a kind of self-initiative when it comes to studying the SAT. They will try to always be thinking about what THEY need to be doing to improve on their own. They should not expect that outside forces, whether it be parents, teachers, or schools, will figure everything out for them. They need to learn that it’s up to students themselves to secure their desired futures.

Vocabulary Notebooks: There will not necessarily be a study of one of the lists of vocabulary words offered in many of the test preparation books available. However, students MUST keep a notebook in which they write down ALL the unfamiliar English words that they come across in the course of their doing homework and class work. Entries should include the date, the word, and a definition of the word as it is used in its original context. Students should attempt to use these words on written essays. I will check whether you have started your vocabulary notebook on Class 7, June 14, 2011.

Reading Logs: Since extensive reading should be part of your preparation for the SAT, the instructor would like to encourage you to read by MANDATING that you read EVERY SINGLE DAY. You are to read the books from the following list:

1. The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams
2. 1984 by George Orwell
3. Dune by Frank Herbert
4. Slaughterhouse 5 by Kurt Vonnegut
5. Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card
6. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
7. The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger
9. Snow Crash by Neal Stephenson. 
11. Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein
12. Surely You're Joking, Mr. Feynman! by Richard P. Feynman. 
13. To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee
14. The Foundation Saga by Isaac Asimov
15. Neuromancer by William Gibson
17. Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond
18. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
19. Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance by Robert M. Pirsig
20. Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse
21. The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins
22. Godel, Escher, Bach: An eternal golden braid by Douglas Hofstadter
23. Tao Te Ching by Lao Tse
24. House of Leaves by Mark Z. Danielwelski
26. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
27. Animal Farm by George Orwell. 
28. A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn
29. The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien
30. Ishmael by Daniel Quinn

All of these books are well-known for a reason: they are all FANTASTIC reads. It is the instructor’s hope that the fact that you are REQUIRED to read them will not detract too much from the experience. 

You are to read a minimum of about 10 minutes per day. On a sheet of paper somewhere (you can use the vocabulary notebook if that makes things easier) you will indicate the following:

1. The title of the book
2. The date
3. Duration spent reading
4. Pages read
5. One BRIEF sentence stating something that happened or something that was talked about in the portion read on that day.

Example: 	Crime and Punishment 6/15/11	12 minutes	pages 93-98		Smerdyakov died.

This is, in essence, a READING LOG. At this point, the instructor would like to emphasize that it’s pointless to be dishonest on the reading log. The reading activity that it serves to encourage is meant for your own edification, rather than for some kind of perverse pleasure of the instructor’s.

Books are to be procured from either the library, bookstore, or, of course, Amazon.com. Furthermore, you should be writing down any words you do not know in your vocabulary notebook, and look up the definition. The instructor will periodically check your reading logs. I will check whether you have started you reading log on Class 7, June 14, 2011.

Organization: Students, being young adults, are expected to know how to effectively organize their papers, assignments, notes, and so on and so forth. I’d suggest a binder or folder, with dividers. All of you should have, at the bare minimum, a folder for this class. More is probably needed.


Reading Schedule: All the dates below indicate your READING HOMEWORK for that day. During the following class period you will be tested on whether you have done the reading. For example, on Tuesday 6/7 you should start reading pages 1-20 and 29-30. On Thursday, 6/9, there will/has been a test on that section.

	Wk
	#
	Day
	Date
	Assigned Reading
	Book

	
	1
	Tue
	5/31
	none
	

	1
	2
	Thu
	6/2
	none
	

	 
	3
	Fri
	6/3
	none
	 

	
	4
	Tue
	6/7
	1-20,29-30
	OSSG

	2
	5
	Thu
	6/9
	31-48
	OSSG

	 
	6
	Fri
	6/10
	49-84
	OSSG

	
	7
	Tue
	6/14
	99-102, 103-119
	OSSG

	3
	8
	Thu
	6/16
	119-128
	OSSG

	 
	9
	Fri
	6/17
	129-135, 137-150
	OSSG

	
	10
	Tue
	6/21
	153-168
	OSSG

	4
	11
	Thu
	6/23
	169-170
	OSSG

	 
	12
	Fri
	6/24
	170-188
	OSSG




This reading schedule is not complete. Additions to the reading schedule shall be posted on the website and announced in class.

Homework: Homework will be announced in class and posted on the website. If it is not up on the website, check with a classmate, or email me.
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